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GOING 

GREEN 

The Media and 
Entertainment World 
Shines Spotlight on 
Sustainability De\'elopin_gtools

and practices to 
promote conservation \ _ 
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By Peter Suciu 

lVTECH 

Even in the best of time , there are 

plenty of short-term reasons not to 

consider the greenest option, such 

a the expense of replacing legacy 

hardware that is doing the job. In 

today's economic climate, going 

green is even harder. 

"Time of inflation, low growth 

and recession are notoriously dif­

ficult times to convince cu tomers 

to go with more sustainable op­

tions," said Tom Kirby, marketing 

manager at Altadena, Calif.-ba ed 

Nila Inc. "People tend to think 

more in terms of short-term gain 

than long-term one . It can be hard 

to get them to see ju t how much 

more money they'll save in five 

years or more with sustainable 

options. It can also be hard to get 

them to look past their own needs 

and see the greater needs of the 

planet." 

Nila has carved out a niche 

in the market by developing and 

manufacturing environmentally 

ustainable, high-brightness LED 

lighting systems that can erve 

customers welJ beyond the present 
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day. But challenge remain. 

"We know our customers 

depend on us for reliability and 

ustainability, o we can't hedge 

on either. The re ult has been that 

we've been much later getting our 

new Arina-400 and Zaila-50 prod­

ucts to market than we expected, 

but we'd rather have delays than 

compromise the quality of our 

products," said Kirby. 

There also remains a lot more 

"churn" as the market continues 

to be driven by the hunt for new 

products yet too much hardware 

isn't repairable or upgradable, said 

Kirby. "It's considered di posable, 

and it's largely made from mate­

rials that aren't recyclable. That's 

frankly unacceptable. Lighting 

is a great place to start with sus­

tainable practice because smart 

purcha e can often be utilized for 

decade ." 

OFF THE SHELF 
Utilizing ready-made equip­

ment can help ustainability 

effort , aid Barbara H. Lange, 

principal and CEO of Kibol21, 

and moderator of the today's panel 

discussion as part of the NAB 

Show's Excellence in Sustain­

ability Award ceremony, "The 

more you work with off-the-shelf 

products - as opposed to cu tom­

izable offerings - you are helping 

to reduce unnecessary waste. We 

have to look at energy consump­

tion as an industry across the 

entire workflow, even if changing 

habits can be challenging." 

,,A common 
misconception in the 
production space is 
that lessening energy 
consumption is the 
only method of going " " green. 

A common misconception 

in the production space is that 

lessening energy consumption is 

the only method of going "green." 

In fact, that is just one component 

of it. So, too, are other factors, 

including reducing water usage 

and ensuring that today' racks 

of equipment aren't an electronic 

waste, or "e-waste," problem for 

tomorrow. 

"We've seen a trend for ev­

eryone to have as small a carbon 

footprint as possible," said Linda 

Tactic, founder of archival storage 

firm Digital Bedrock, which to 

date has preserved 3 PB (para­

bytes) of data for media and 

entertainment companies, as well 

as for museums, law firms and 

nonprofits. 

"We think the discussion needs 

to tum to the storage waste - and 

that includes how water is used 

to cool the data centers, but also

how everything doesn't need to 

spin in the cloud if it doesn't need 

to be readily accessible," Tactic 

explained. 

Digital Bedrock utilizes LTO 

data tape, which isn't just a form 

of storage but also provides long­

term preservation. In addition to 

less energy consumption, it also 

means there are fewer servers that 

require rare earth minerals. 

"We can do everything on two 

racks, while we might upgrade to 

three," said Tactic. "But the goal is 

to consume less. The cloud isn't 

light; it is very heavy." 






